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SOCI>Philosophy>Metaphysics 

 

metaphysics 

Philosophy includes study of nature of reality {metaphysics}. 

questions 

How did universe begin and how will it end? Does universe evolve? Why are there universes? Is universe monistic, 

dualistic, or pluralistic? How many different substances, like mind and matter, are there? Is this the only possible 

universe? How do people and life fit into universe? Is reality more about substances or processes? Is there anything 

supernatural, such as God, soul, spirit, or ideals? 

origins 

Perhaps, God created universe, out of itself or nothing. Perhaps, universe is static and unchanging and has always 

existed. Perhaps, universe has continuous creation, out of nothing or itself. Perhaps, universe makes new things, from 

old things or out of nothing, at specific times, by pure chance, by selection, by life principle, or by spirit. Perhaps, 

universe is returning to original perfect state after perturbation. Perhaps, universe originated from physical processes. 

Universe has allowed brains to develop, perceive, and act. 

physical 

Matter, motion, energy, force, and space-time form one relativistic and quantum-mechanical system. Time, space, 

matter, and energy are discontinuous, with gaps between quanta. Universe regions can be like other regions. However, 

finite universes cannot be homogeneous. Universe is the same in all directions. 

 

haecceity 

Essences can be specific to things {haecceity} and to no other things. 

 

substance 

Materials {substance} have properties. 

 

void nothingness 

Can reality be nothing {void}? 

 

change 

Interactions cause different positions and momenta {change}. Interactions exchange energy, particles, or 

information. Particle interactions can be with other particles or with themselves. 

motion 

All things are always in motion. Motions use least action, follow geodesics, and are deterministic. 



2 

novelty 

Only interactions can cause new effects, by perturbing system from outside to make new things or relations. 

prediction 

Even if determinism is true, no one can predict events before they happen, because people cannot know all positions 

and momenta precisely. 

universe 

Universe began with low entropy, unified forces, symmetry, radiation, no matter, and low potential energy, because 

distances were very small. Interactions caused expansion and changes, with asymmetries, matter, and potential energy. 

heat 

Matter motions cause collisions that tend to spread matter apart. Forces can pull matter together and change potential 

energy into kinetic energy. Spreading out causes cooling. Kinetic energy causes heating. Cooling allows matter to 

stabilize. Heating provides energy for new combinations. Relatively small complex regions can arise. In very large 

systems, relatively small regions can be planet size. 

 

SOCI>Philosophy>Metaphysics>Cosm 

 

macrocosm 

Universe as whole {macrocosm}| compares to human life or microscopic worlds. 

 

microcosm 

Universe as whole compares to human life or microscopic worlds {microcosm}|. 

 

SOCI>Philosophy>Metaphysics>Existence 

 

existence in metaphysics 

Subjects and objects have a property {existence} {being} of being in nature. Being is about objects and substance, as 

opposed to process and change. Existences are descriptions or predicates. Existences are not object essences, names, or 

particular things. Laws or principles do not make existences. 

First-order existence indicates that objects are real. Second-order existence indicates that objects act real. Fictional 

objects have second-order existence, because they are not actually real. Because signals take time to travel, particles 

have no clear beginning or ending of existence. 

 

ontology metaphysics 

Metaphysics can study which substances exist {ontology}|. Ontology is about being and existence. Being can have 

different modes. Beings can be abstract, concrete, universal, or particular. Beings can occupy space and time, be 

outside space and/or time, be independent of other being, be parts of other being, be parts of hierarchies, or be 

otherwise dependent. 

 

SOCI>Philosophy>Metaphysics>Existence>Attribution 

 

is existence 

Copulas {is, existence} can ascribe existence to something. "Is" as copula can ascribe being {attribution, copula} as 

classes or categories, of which things are examples {instantiation, copula}. 

 

copulative 

Used as copula, "is" can ascribe being as a quality {copulative}|. 

 

class inclusion 

Used as copula, "is" can ascribe being as a class {class inclusion}. 

 

constitution as substance 

Used as copula, "is" can ascribe being as a substance {constitution, substance} {existential}. 

 

equivalence as identity 

Used as copula, "is" can ascribe being as substitutability or equivalence {identity, equivalence} {equivalence, 

identity} {numerical identity}. 
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SOCI>Philosophy>Metaphysics>Object 

 

object in metaphysics 

Substances {object, metaphysics} have modes and attributes. Objects maintain integrated structures and functions, 

irrespective of element changes. 

 

identity of objects 

Things are identical if they have same class and have same relation, or if they have same class and have reciprocal 

relations {identity criterion} {criterion of identity} {identity, metaphysics}. 

 

instantiation 

Things {instantiation, metaphysics}| are class or category examples. 

 

SOCI>Philosophy>Metaphysics>Object>Kinds 

 

abstract object 

Objects {abstract object} can be not observable, have no space or time locations, have no matter, have no cause, 

have no effects, and exist only necessarily. Abstract objects are opposites of concrete actual physical things. 

 

ideal object 

Ideals {ideal} are perfect, unchanging, and universal objects, or abstract ideas of particular objects. Extrapolation 

from the particular can create perfect-object representations. Mathematical knowledge is about ideals. 

 

SOCI>Philosophy>Metaphysics>Object>Properties 

 

attribute as class 

Objects have classes {attribute, class}. 

 

mode as property 

Objects have properties {mode, property}. 

 

capacity of objects 

Objects try to do something or are action objects {capacity, object} {object capacity}. People capacities are their 

mental possibilities. Contexts can prevent capacity expression. 

 

SOCI>Philosophy>Metaphysics>Theories 

 

emergence and existence 

Perhaps, higher existences or processes can form from lower existences or processes {emergence}| [Beckerman et 

al., 1992]. 

combination 

Parts can combine by aggregation or by configuration. Aggregation adds parts to make larger things. Configuration 

relates parts to make new thing, such as wheels. Emergent phenomena are larger and more complex. 

emergence 

For emergence in systems, parts or event eliminations must affect other events or parts (J. S. Mill). Chemical 

reactions can be emergent when reactants combine into new configurations. Reactant elimination prevents 

configuration. 

new substances or properties 

Emergent phenomena make new properties or substances. Combining non-round parts can make something circular. 

Combining reactants can make new molecule types. New substances and properties are new configurations, not sums of 

existing physical properties. Emergent phenomena are not existing-property value changes. Summation is not 

emergence. Becoming warmer is not emergence. Beat frequencies and wave interference patterns result from wave 

summations and are waves and so not something new. However, emergence does not make new fundamental properties 

or substances. Low-level quarks, leptons, and their properties do not change. 

physical laws 
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Emergence does not make new physical laws. Emergence applies physical laws. Emergent properties, objects, and 

events are theoretically predictable from physical laws. However, they may be too complex to predict. 

no emergence 

All physical phenomena are physical-component interactions according to physical laws. True emergence requires 

that new substances and properties be not explainable by lower level laws, substances, and properties. Therefore, there 

is no real emergence in the physical world, unless physical laws themselves emerge. 

examples: evolution 

Evolution makes new species and biological properties. However, evolution processes are not new. Evolution results 

from low-level feeding, reproductive, and defense activities of varying species members in competitive environments. 

Physical laws cause species evolution. Evolution theory is an abstract way of looking at survival. Evolution theory is 

shorthand for complex physical-law actions. No evolution-theory principle is an evolution requirement. 

water and molecules 

Hydrogen and oxygen can combine to make water. Water has new physical properties that are not sums of hydrogen 

and oxygen physical properties. However, chemical laws are not emergent. Chemical laws are shorthand for complex 

physical-law actions. No chemical law is a requirement for chemistry. 

mind 

Biological parts and configurations have combined to make larger and more complex brain structures and functions 

and so mind, which has new properties. Mind appears to be a whole and a new thing. Perhaps, complex physical-law 

actions make mind. Perhaps, mind is not directly explainable from brain parts, events, and properties and requires 

something truly new in universe. 

 

essentialism 

Perhaps, objects have underlying, fundamental, and defining characteristics {essence, metaphysics} {essentialism}. 

Essence categorizes objects. Essentialism includes realism. 

 

modality 

There are different possible worlds {modality} {modal realism}. 

types 

Modality can be certain or eternal {epistemic modality}; depend on current, past, or future {temporal modality}; or 

be necessary, impossible, or possible {logical modality}. 

comparisons 

If something is necessary, it is true in all possible worlds. If it is possible, it is true in at least one possible world. If it 

is impossible, it cannot be true in any possible world. 

time 

World can be different at different times. Something can be true at all possible times. Something can be true outside 

time. 

accessibility 

Models and interpretations can allow people to know possible worlds. 

 

possible worlds 

Perhaps, other universes {possible worlds}, with different substances, exist. Example is fictional things. 

 

process philosophy 

Events can relate to make processes. Relations and events cause object-property transformations. Objects are always 

changing properties or property values {process philosophy}. Since no properties persist for significant periods, 

processes and relations are more important than matter, time, and position. 

 

SOCI>Philosophy>Metaphysics>Theories>Determinism 

 

determinism 

Past events cause current events {determinism}| {necessitarianism}. Determinism relates to fatalism, logical 

determinism, and predestination. 

strong 

Past events logically determine all events, and so events are necessary. There is no purpose. Freedom is only feeling, 

because people cannot detect action causes {strong determinism}. 

weak 
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Laws, which act through cause and effect, govern all events, but events are not logically necessary {weak 

determinism}. 

effects 

If human actions are deterministic, there is no free will, hope, feelings, moral responsibility, right or wrong, 

attitudes, real knowledge, choice, or use for deliberation. 

problems 

Universe is not mechanistic or determined, because fundamental-particle behavior has randomness. 

 

indeterminism 

Perhaps, physics allows masses and energies that were not in systems at previous times to enter systems later 

{indeterminism}|. Gravitational forces allow singularities. Singularities and infinities terminate determinism. 

types 

Perhaps, acts and wills can have no causes, and humans can make free choices using minds or wills {strong 

indeterminism}, so different futures are possible. Perhaps, humans can originate acts and wills inside themselves and to 

this extent have self-determination and free choice {weak indeterminism}, so different futures are possible. 

ideas 

Indeterminism includes libertarianism, quantum probabilities, random events, miracles, and human free will. 

 

libertarianism 

Perhaps, Actions are free, people have will, and people can originate ideas and actions {libertarianism}. 

 

logical determinism 

Perhaps, all events are already determined and unalterable {fatalism, determinism} {logical determinism}, and no 

human action can have any effect, good or evil. 

 

predestination 

Perhaps, God has decreed all events by his will and knows all outcomes, and God's will is final {predestination}|. 

 

SOCI>Philosophy>Metaphysics>Theories>Matter 

 

naturalism in metaphysics 

Perhaps, matter is the central reality {naturalism, metaphysics}|. 

 

reductionism in metaphysics 

Perhaps, all physical processes are fundamental particle movements {reductionism, metaphysics}|. 

 

SOCI>Philosophy>Metaphysics>Theories>Mind 

 

anti-realism 

Perhaps, world is only mental construct {anti-realism}. 

 

philosophy of organism 

Perhaps, universe is a living thing {philosophy of organism}. 

 

rationalism in metaphysics 

Perhaps, reason or mind is the central reality {rationalism, metaphysics}. 

 

solipsism in metaphysics 

Perhaps, reality and physical world are just mind constructs or models {solipsism}|. Perhaps, people can only be sure 

that self exists. They cannot know if anyone else exists. 

problems 

However, people cannot then use "I" or "my", because they have no relation to outside world or other minds. Brain 

seemingly needs outside information to perceive and cannot create all perceptions using only its own resources. People 

rarely create coherent and consistent stimuli. People can have amusement and surprise, so they do not already have all 

knowledge inside. Universe seems to have been here before people existed [Fichte, 1794]. 
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substance hierarchy 

Perhaps, mind has higher reality level than matter {hierarchy, substance} {substance hierarchy}. 

 

vitalism 

Perhaps, universe runs by ideal, moving, and living force {vitalism}| {life principle} {entelechy} {élan vital} {vital 

spirit} {Form, spirit} {will to live}. 

 

SOCI>Philosophy>History>Metaphysics 

 

Milesian or Ionian 

philosophic school 

Miletus, Ionia 

-600 to -500 

School included Thales, Anaximander, and Anaximenes. 

Metaphysics 

All things arise from one unified cosmic matter or element, air or water or unperceived material, which is 

imperishable, inexhaustible, indestructible, infinite, and eternal. Such matter always moves of itself, without cause, and 

so is alive. Objects can change into each other, because all things are element transformations. Matter temperature 

changes cause changes. A succession of universes has arisen and then collapsed, through temperature effects. Their 

unifying element can be divine but not like persons. 

Alternatively, substances can be unmoving and finite, like solid crystal spheres. The four elements are earth, water, 

air, and fire, in order of rarefication. God is one substance and is reason and perfection. Justice or fate is a world law. 

 

Anaximander 

philosopher 

Miletus, Ionia 

-590 to -560 

On Nature [-590 to -560] 

He lived -610 to -550 and was of Milesian School. Infinite, living intelligence {apeiron} transforms itself to make all 

things. Universe is always in motion. 

 

Anaximenes 

philosopher 

Miletus, Ionia 

-540 to -510 

He lived -570 to -500 and was of Milesian School. Universe is air at different densities. 

 

Heraclitus 

philosopher 

Ephesus, Anatolia 

-510 to -490 

On Nature [-510 to -490] 

He lived -540 to -480 and was Pre-Socratic. 

Epistemology 

People can look in themselves and into nature to find meaning and structure, because soul is like the moving element 

fire. Soul is ideal, eternal, and underlying intelligence in universe. He said that you never step into same river twice. 

Metaphysics 

Universe essence is change or becoming. Change is the element fire. All matter always changes. Justice or fate 

balancing conflicting movements or flows {flux, Heraclitus} causes apparent object permanence. All things come from 

opposites, being and not being. Nature and mind have structure or harmony, as opposites unite. Matter transformations 

have definite ways and orders, as law, reason, and destiny work in universe. World goes through orderly state 

successions, back to original state. 

 

Anaxagoras 

philosopher 

Ionia, Turkey/Athens, Greece 
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-470 to -440 

On Nature [-470 to -440] 

He lived -500 to -428 and was Socrates' teacher. Nature has uncountable numbers of unchangeable elements, which 

can divide into small particles that have same properties as elements. Objects have varying element proportions. 

Highest element is Mind or Reason, which can move itself and move other elements by collision. Mind is alive and 

includes reason, order, and purpose {teleology, Anaxagoras}, because all motions follow laws. Universal Mind exists 

and everything has purpose. 

 

Diogenes of Apollonia 

philosopher 

Greece 

-460 

On Cosmology [-460] 

He was Anaximenes' student. Air is spirit or reason and can account mechanically for animal adaptations. 

 

Empedocles 

philosopher 

Agrigentum, Sicily 

-460 to -440 

On Nature [-460 to -440]; Purifications [-460 to -440] 

He lived -492 to -432 and introduced the four elements. Reality has earth, water, air, and fire {four elements}. 

Elements can divide into infinitely small parts. Ways elements combine, not elements themselves, cause physical 

qualities. Elements are unchanging, but their movements cause world changes. Love or attraction opposes conflict, 

hate, strife, or repulsion. Tension causes motion, which has cycles. Circular motion {vortex, Empedocles} is element 

fundamental motion, because element collisions result in rotations, which draw in more elements and increase size. 

Lighter elements go to edge, mechanically forming worlds and living things. There is no purpose. Animals change as 

living conditions change, and only the fittest survive. 

 

Leucippus 

philosopher 

Greece 

-430 

Great World-System [-430]; On Mind [-430] 

He combined ideas of Parmenides and Empedocles. Infinite numbers of very small particles {atom, Leucippus}, 

differing in size, form, and other quantitative features, move in empty space. Atom types are eternal, indestructible, 

unchangeable, indivisible, homogeneous, and finite. Atom motion is eternal, deterministic, and without cause or 

purpose. Atom motions are change or becoming. Space exists but is not material. Objects are atom combinations. 

Quantitative atom differences cause qualitative differences. 

 

Lucretius or Titus Lucretius Carus [Lucretius Carus, Titus] 

philosopher/biologist/poet 

Rome, Italy 

-70 to -55 

On the Nature of Things [-70 to -55: six books] 

He lived -99 to -55 and was Epicurean. Universe is atomistic and governed by natural laws. People are matter only. 

Plants and animals evolve. 

 

Gnostic 

philosophic school 

Near East 

120 to 200 

School included Marcion, Apelles, Saturninus, Basilides, Carpocrates, Valentinus, and Bardesanes. Fallen angels 

create matter and physical world. Matter or Void is against God. Material world is battleground for good and evil 

spirits. Matter will evolve from incomplete and imperfect states to the perfect state of God {system of evolution, 

Gnostic}. Indefinite states can divide into opposites, for example material and spiritual, and then reorder themselves. 
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Valentinus 

philosopher 

Rome, Italy 

135 to 160 

Gospel of Truth [135 to 160] 

He lived 100 to 153, was Gnostic, and founded Valentinians. 

Metaphysics 

The indefinite state joined with silence or thought to make spirit or reason, which then joined with truth or Ideas. 

Then reason joined with life to make the ideal man, who joined with Church. The Wisdom longs for original indefinite 

state, and this sinful desire enters the Void to make material world. 

In Gnosticism, Sophia or Wisdom disorders the divine world {pleroma}, and God banishes it. Jesus Christ has the 

knowledge {gnosis} to restore the divine world to include people. Now Holy Spirit rules the world. Jesus the Savior 

will return. The Demiurge, Yahweh of Old Testament, who created the physical world, rules the world outside the 

pleroma. 

 

Clement of Alexandria or Titus Flavius Clemens [Clemens, Titus Flavius] 

philosopher 

Alexandria, Egypt 

182 to 202 

Hortatory Discourse to the Greeks [182 to 202] 

He lived ? to 215 and was Christian. God created the world so all wills can overcome sin, face punishment, and have 

redemption. God does not oppose his creation but is separate from it. Evil is an action by people, not substance, and so 

God did not create it. Evil is rebellion against God's will. Evil is love of God's creation, rather than God. Evil spirits are 

wills that do evil but are not human. 

 

Origen or Origenes Adamantius 

philosopher 

Alexandria, Egypt 

212 to 248 

Old Testament in Six Versions [212 to 248: compared Old-Testament translations]; Old Testament in Four Versions 

[212 to 248: compared Old-Testament translations of]; Love of the Holy [212 to 248]; First Principles [212 to 215]; On 

Prayer [230 to 235]; On Martyrdom [212 to 248]; Against Celsus [248] 

He lived 185 to 254, was founder of Christian philosophy, and was Latin Father. God's power, wisdom, and 

goodness created universe out of nothing, and universe's beauty and perfection reveals its origin. God constantly creates 

the logos, which supports the free spirits surrounding God with love, harmony, and knowledge. God sends spirits that 

fall out of these states to the actual world for punishment. World will vanish when all spirits are pure and in harmony 

with God. 

 

Porphyry or Porphyrus Malchus [Malchus, Porphyrus] 

philosopher 

Rome, Italy 

260 to 280 

Isagoge or Introduction [270 to 280: about Aristotle's Categories and logic]; Plotinus' Enneads [270 to 280: 

arranger]; Against the Christians [270 to 280] 

He lived 232 to 304, was Commentator on Aristotle, and was Plotinus' student. A chain of being goes from lowest 

forms to highest {Porphyry Tree} {Tree of Porphyry}. 

 

Plutarch the Younger or Plutarch of Athens 

philosopher 

Athens, Greece 

400 to 430 

He lived 350 to 433, founded School of Athens [400 to 529], and was Neo-Platonist. Matter is principle equal to 

God. 

 

Early Mysticism 

philosophic school 
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Europe 

400 to 900 

School included Pseudo-Dionysius, Synesius, Maximus the Confessor, and John Scotus Erigena. 

 

Pseudo-Dionysius or Dionysius the Areopagite 

philosopher 

Athens, Greece 

500 

He was mystic. 

 

John Philoponus [Philoponus, John] 

philosopher 

Alexandria, Egypt 

520 to 550 

New Definition of Prime Matter [520 to 550] 

He lived 490 to 570 and was Commentator on Aristotle. Motion requires force. World began finite time ago, because 

motion through infinite interval {traversal of the infinite} cannot finish. 

 

Gottschalk of Orbais or Godescalc or Gottescalc or Godescalchus 

philosopher 

Germany/Orbais, Marne, France 

840 to 860 

On the threefold godhead or On the trinity [840 to 860]; On predestination [840 to 860]; On 'IN' proposition 

explanations [840 to 860] 

He lived 803 to 867. There is predestination. 

 

Hincmar 

bishop 

Rheims, France 

840 to 870 

On City Law [840 to 870]; Divorce of Lothair [840 to 870]; Annals [861 to 882] 

He lived 806 to 882 and was archbishop of Reims [845 to 882]. There is no predestination. 

 

Abu Jafar Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Tabari [al-Tabari, Abu Jafar Muhammad ibn Jarir] or Umar Ben 

Alfarkhan Altabary [Altabary, Umar Ben Alfarkhan] or Almuhib Altabary [Altabary, Almuhib] 

philosopher/historian/theologian 

Persia 

870 to 900 

Comments on Ptolemy 

He lived 838 to 923. 

 

Gaunilo of Marmoutiers or Guanilo or Gaunilon 

philosopher 

Paris, France 

1000 to 1100 

In Defense of the Fool or On Behalf of the Fool [1000 to 1100] 

People can imagine perfect island, but no such thing exists. Actual things are better than concepts, because concepts 

have no actuality. Concepts are lower reality. Therefore, people must reject Anselm's argument for God's existence. 

 

Mysticism 

philosophic school 

Europe 

1050 to 1180 

School grew out of Neo-Platonism and included Bernard of Clairvaux, Peter Damian, Manegold of Lantenbach, 

Joachim Floris, Dominicus Gundissalinus, Arnold of Brescia, and Amaury of Bene. They were orthodox or heretical 

mystics. 
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Epistemology 

Body knows world, reason knows self, and soul knows God. Knowledge forms use imagination. 

Ethics 

Life is progression toward salvation. 

Mind 

Soul and body are completely separate. God's power unites people's souls and bodies. Souls have feelings, not 

intellect. Soul's highest stage is contemplation and love of God and final unity with God. Mental states and activities 

have classes that arise and develop to fit into mental life. 

 

Ibn Bajja or Avempace or Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn Yahya ibn al-Say'igh [al-Say'igh, Abu Bakr Muhammad 

ibn Yahya ibn] 

poet/musician/scientist/mathematician 

Saragossa, Aragon/Fes, Morocco 

1130 to 1138 

Commentary on the Meteorology of Aristotle [1130 to 1138]; On the Soul [1130 to 1138]; Hermit's Guide [1130 to 

1138] 

He lived 1106 to 1138, invented a separate-substances theory, and emphasized the solitary life. 

 

German Mysticism or Dominican Mysticism or Rhineland Mysticism 

philosophic school 

Germany/Switzerland/Netherlands 

1250 to 1400 

Johannes Eckhart founded school that included Beghards, Friends of God in Basel, Dominican friar Johann Tauler, 

John Ruysbroeck, Heinrich Suso (Heinrich Seuse), Thomas à Kempis, and Gerson. It presaged Reformation by 

emphasizing laymen, teaching, preaching, New Testament, Christ, and German or Dutch language. 

 

Johann Tauler [Tauler, Johann] 

philosopher 

Constance, Germany 

1330 to 1350 

Sermons for Festivals or Inner Way [1330 to 1350] 

He lived 1300 to 1361 and was mystic. 

 

Heinrich Seuse [Seuse, Heinrich] or Henry Suso [Suso, Henry] 

philosopher 

Constance, Germany 

1330 to 1360 

Clock of Wisdom [1330 to 1360] 

He lived 1300 to 1366 and was mystic. 

 

Thomas à Kempis [Kempis, Thomas à] or Thomas Hammerken [Hammerken, Thomas] or Thomas Hammerlein 

[Hammerlein, Thomas] 

philosopher 

Agnetenberg, Germany 

1418 

Imitation of Christ [1418] 

He lived 1379 to 1471 and was mystic. 

 

Occultism or Theosophy 

philosophic school 

Europe 

1500 to 1550 

School included Agrippa of Nettesheim, John Reuchlin, Francesco Zorsi, Paracelsus, Johann Baptist van Helmont, 

Franz van Helmont, Robert Fludd, and Jacob Böhme. Knowledge of God comes only through mystic revelation. People 

have several separable bodies and souls: astral, etheric, and physical. 
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German Mysticism 

philosophic school 

Germany 

1500 to 1620 

School included Andreas Osiander, Caspar Schwenkfeld, Sebastian Franck, Valentine Weigel, Nicolaus Taurellus, 

Lelio Sozzini, Fausto Sozzini, John of the Cross, and Theresa. John of the Cross and Theresa later became Roman 

Catholic saints. 

 

Shi'ism School or School of Isfahan or Islamic Metaphysics 

philosophic school 

Isfahan, Iran 

1500 to 1650 

School included Mir Damad, Mulla Sadra or Molla Sadra or Sadr al-Din Shirazi, Mir Fendereski, and Shaykh Baha'i. 

 

Philosophy of Nature 

philosophic school 

Europe 

1500 to 1650 

School included Charles Bouille, Girolamo Cardano, Francesco Patrizzi, Giordano Bruno, Bernardino Telesio, Pietro 

Pompanazzi, Tommaso Campanella, and Vanini. Material objects are atom complexes {corpuscle, atom}. Eternal atom 

motions under mathematical laws govern corpuscle movements. Atoms are monads. 

 

Cornelius Agrippa [Agrippa, Cornelius] or Heinrich Cornelius Agrippa von Nettesheim [Agrippa von 

Nettesheim, Heinrich Cornelius] 

philosopher 

Paris, France/Antwerp, Germany 

1506 to 1533 

On the nobility and superiority of the female sex [1509]; On occult philosophy [1531: three books]; Epistles [1506 to 

1533] 

He lived 1486 to 1545. 

 

Lelio Sozzini [Sozzini, Lelio] or Laelius Socinus [Socinus, Laelius] 

philosopher 

Italy 

1550 to 1560 

Commentary on John 1 [1550 to 1560] 

He lived 1525 to 1562, and founded Anti-trinitarian movement. 

 

Fausto Sozzini [Sozzini, Fausto] or Fausto Sozini [Sozini, Fausto] or Socianus or Faustus Socinus [Socinus, 

Faustus] 

philosopher 

Rome, Italy/Poland 

1570 

On the Authority of the Holy Scriptures [1570] 

He lived 1539 to 1604, started Unitarianism {Socinianism}, which denied the Trinity, and founded Polish Brethern 

[1579]. 

 

Giordano Bruno [Bruno, Giordano] 

priest 

Germany/Paris, France 

1580 to 1600 

On the Infinite Universe and Worlds 

He lived 1548 to 1600 and was Dominican. He influenced Spinoza and Leibniz. 

Epistemology 

Absolute truth does not exist. Knowledge has no limit. 

Ethics 
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People should be optimistic and joyous about man, nature, and God. 

Metaphysics 

Space, time, and particles have no limit. Countless worlds exist, each growing and decaying in the living universe. 

Reality units {monad, Bruno} are parts of eternal infinite being. Monads are infinite in number, living, imperishable, 

individual, material, spiritual, and existing. Monads follow own laws and general law. 

Universe is alive and has soul {anima mundi} {world-soul}. 

God is the formal, efficient, and final cause of all things and is immanent and transcendent. World is life of God and 

so is perfect and harmonious, if viewed as whole. God is like light: illuminating, animating, and forming world. 

Essence of God and world are same {pantheism, Bruno}. World opposites harmonize in God's infinity. 

All things have matter, mind, and spirit. People can know these if they are in themselves. Things are individual and 

different but in essence are God. 

 

Cartesian 

philosophic school 

Europe 

1620 to 1700 

Descartes founded school that included Joachim Jung, Erhard Weigel, Jansenists, Occasionalists, Mystics, Spinoza, 

and Leibniz. Matter {res extensa} behaves using quantitative rules about sizes, shapes, and motions. Matter keeps 

moving and does not tend to stop, as Aristotle had claimed. Matter is inert and has no forces. God set matter in motion 

and causes all actions. Mind is separate and opposite from matter, is unity, and is not in space or time. God correlates 

mind and body. 

 

Jakob Böhme [Böhme, Jakob] 

philosopher 

Germany 

1622 to 1623 

Way to Christ [1622]; Great Mystery [1623] 

He lived 1575 to 1624 and was German Mystic. He united neo-Platonism and Paracelsus to try to unify religion and 

science. 

Ethics 

Good and evil in world result from absolute necessity of God revealing itself in world as being, because everything 

in world has to have opposite. Nature moves by will, which can choose good or evil. People's acts affect universe. 

People should progress from spiritual perception, to mystical devotion, to pure spirit. 

Metaphysics 

Nature is unified whole, created by God using laws and reason. Nature is beautiful. God is world essence and 

efficient cause. God is spirit with infinite senses and reason and is world inner activity, like the living sap of trees. 

 

Mulla Sadra or Molla Sadra or Sadr al-Din Shirazi [Shirazi, Sadr al-Din] or Sadr al-Din Muhammad al-Shirazi 

[al-Shirazi, Sadr al-Din Muhammad] or Sadr al-Muta'allihin [al-Muta'allihin, Sadr] 

philosopher 

Isfahan, Iran 

1630 to 1640 

Transcendent Theosophy in Four Intellectual Journeys [1630 to 1640] 

He lived 1600 to 1641 and was Shi'ite. Essence motions cause higher essences by transformation, so everything is 

eternal becoming. 

 

Mysticism 

philosophic school 

France 

1650 to 1720 

School included Blaise Pascal and Pierre Poiret. 

 

Arnout Geulincx [Geulincx, Arnout] or Arnold Geulincx [Geulincx, Arnold] 

philosopher 

Antwerp, Flanders/Netherlands 

1653 
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Miscellaneous Questions [1653] 

He lived 1624 to 1669 and was follower of Descartes and Occasionalist. Thing can only do what it knows how to do. 

Because no finite material thing has mind and can know anything, only God can cause things. God is not an efficient 

cause. God supplies fixed and general relations between physical and mental worlds by synchronizing them, so they 

can appear as causes or sequences. 

 

Occult 

philosophic school 

Italy 

1750 

School included Cagliostro. 

 

Ruder Boskovic [Boskovic, Ruder] or Rudjer Boskovic [Boskovic, Rudjer] or Ruggero Giuseppe Boscovich 

[Boscovich, Ruggero Giuseppe] 

philosopher 

Croatia/Vienna, Austria 

1758 

Theory of Natural Philosophy derived to the Single Law of Forces that Exist in Nature [1758] 

He lived 1711 to 1787 and studied matter and space. 

 

Gian Domenico Romagnosi [Romagnosi, Gian Domenico] 

philosopher 

Milan, Italy 

1802 

He lived 1765 to 1835 and was Ontologist. Electricity and magnetism have relation [1802]. 

 

Victor Cousin [Cousin, Victor] 

philosopher 

Paris, France 

1815 to 1845 

Course of the History of Philosophy [1815 to 1829]; Philosophical Fragments [1826]; Philosophy of Locke [1829]; 

On truth, beauty, and the good [1836]; Scottish philosophy [1845] 

He lived 1792 to 1867 and modified spiritualism. 

 

Spiritualism 

philosophic school 

Europe 

1840 to 1900 

School included Victor Cousin, J. Simon, P. Damiron, E. Vacherot, H. Martin, A. Chaignet, A. Franck, B. Haureau, 

d'Tocqueville, C. Bartholmess, E. Saisset, C. de Remusat, P. Janet, E. Caro, F. Ravisson, Bouillier, Jean Rouisson, J. 

Lachelier, E. Bactroux, and H. Bergson. 

 

Karl Fortlage [Fortlage, Karl] 

philosopher 

France/Germany 

1855 

System of Psychology [1855] 

He lived 1820 to 1900. Source of existence is will. 

 

Evolutionary Philosophy 

philosophic school 

England 

1870 to 1900 

Herbert Spencer founded school that included W. W. Rende, William K. Clifford, Chauncey Wright, L. Stephen, S. 

Alexander, Benjamin Kidd, C. M. Williams, John Fiske, Thomas Henry Huxley, George Romanes, and J. M. Guyau. In 

evolution philosophy, new inventions and machines provided more power and control to people. Ideas about power and 
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control in society began. Evolutionary theories developed about human progress, race, social class, and survival of 

fittest. Social Darwinism was a variant. 

 

Chauncey Wright [Wright, Chauncey] 

philosopher 

USA 

1877 

Philosophical Discussions [1877] 

He lived 1830 to 1875 and was evolutionist. 

 

Spiritualism 

philosophic school 

France 

1900 to 1940 

School was Neo-Hegelian and idealist and included Alfred Fouille, Paul Desjardins, and Leon Brunschvicg. 

 

Muhammad Iqbal [Iqbal, Muhammad] 

poet/philosopher 

India 

1908 to 19348 

Development of Metaphysics in Persia [1908]; Secrets of the Self [1915: poem]; Book of Eternity [1934] 

He lived 1876 to 1938, was Islamic, and combined Neoplatonism and Aristotle. The One is the first mover or cause 

of all existence. 

 

Leon Brunschvicg [Brunschvicg, Leon] 

philosopher 

France 

1927 

Progress of Consciousness in Western Philosophy [1927] 

He lived 1869 to 1944 and was spiritualist. 

 

Pierre Teilhard de Chardin [Chardin, Pierre Teilhard de] 

philosopher 

France 

1927 to 1955 

Divine Milieu [1927]; Human Phenomenon [1955] 

He lived 1881 to 1955 and was Catholic. Purposes determine universe {teleology, Chardin}. Life moves toward 

higher consciousness {omega point}. 

 

Arthur O. Lovejoy [Lovejoy, Arthur O.] 

philosopher 

USA 

1936 to 1961 

Great Chain of Being [1936]; Essays in the History of Ideas [1948]; Revolt against Dualism [1960]; Reason, the 

Understanding, and Time [1961] 

He lived 1873 to 1962 and was Critical Realist. 

 

Emmanuel Levinas [Levinas, Emmanuel] 

philosopher 

Paris, France 

1947 to 1977 

On Existence and Existing [1947]; Totality and Infinity [1961]; Otherwise than Being or Beyond Essence [1974] 

He lived 1906 to 1995. The Other is absolute. 

 

Nishitani Keiji [Keiji, Nishitani] 

philosopher 
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Japan 

1962 

Religion and Nothingness [1962] 

He lived 1900 to 1990. Inner self is creative void {ku} and nothingness {mu, nothingness}. 

 

 


