
1 

Outline of Furniture 

February 4, 2012 

 

Contents 

 

ARTS>Art>Sculpture>Furniture ....................................................................................................................................... 1 

ARTS>Art>Sculpture>Furniture>Bed .......................................................................................................................... 2 

ARTS>Art>Sculpture>Furniture>Cabinet .................................................................................................................... 3 

ARTS>Art>Sculpture>Furniture>Chair ....................................................................................................................... 3 

ARTS>Art>Sculpture>Furniture>Platform .................................................................................................................. 5 

ARTS>Art>Sculpture>Furniture>Table ....................................................................................................................... 5 

ARTS>Art>History>Sculpture>Furniture ......................................................................................................................... 5 

 

Note: To look up references, see the Consciousness Bibliography, listing 10,000 books and articles, with full journal 

and author names, available in text and PDF file formats at 
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ARTS>Art>Sculpture>Furniture 

 

altarpiece 

altar artwork {altarpiece}. 

 

broadloom carpet 

wide carpet {broadloom carpet}. 

 

censer 

incense burner {censer}. 

 

chandelier lamp 

Glass or crystal light arrays {chandelier} can hang in dining rooms or halls. 

 

dumbwaiter 

Pulley systems {dumbwaiter} can go from basement to dining area. 

 

easel 

Frames {easel} can hold paintings for painting. 

 

finish 

wood-furniture surface coating {finish, furniture}. 

 

fire iron 

fireplace pokers, tongs, and shovels {fire iron}. 

 

font 

baptism water basin {font}. 

 

lectern 

lecture-note stand {lectern}. 

 

reliquary 

relic holder {reliquary}. 

 

shelf 

Flat horizontal boards {shelf} can attach to walls. 

 

shelving 
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shelves {shelving}. 

 

shim 

Thin wood wedges {shim} can be under legs to make legs even, to prevent rocking. 

 

silent butler 

Small boxes {silent butler} with hinged lids can hold crumbs or ashes. 

 

sitz bath 

Bathtubs {sitz bath} can be for hips and buttocks. 

 

ticking 

pillow and mattress-cover tightly woven fabric {ticking, furniture}. 

 

trellis 

climbing-plant wooden lattice {trellis}. 

 

triptych 

three-panel painting {triptych}. 

 

upholstery 

Springs, stuffing, and cushions can have fabric covers {upholstery}. 

 

urinal 

Restroom receptacles {urinal} can be for urine. 

 

valance 

Frames or drapery {valance} can be over window tops. 

 

veneer 

thin expensive wood covering {veneer}. 

 

ARTS>Art>Sculpture>Furniture>Bed 

 

batting 

mattress or quilt cotton or wool stuffing {batting, furniture}. 

 

box spring 

Lined spring sets {box spring} can be under mattresses. 

 

comforter 

quilt {comforter}. 

 

counterpane 

bedspread {counterpane}. 

 

coverlet 

bedspread {coverlet}. 

 

crib holder 

baby bed or holder {crib}. 

 

four-poster 

Beds {four-poster} can have posts at frame corners. 

 

headboard 
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bed-frame front board {headboard}. 

 

Hollywood bed 

Metal frames {Hollywood bed} can have low legs and optional headboards. 

 

Murphy bed 

Single beds {Murphy bed} can hinge to wall. 

 

trundle bed 

Small low beds {trundle bed} can store under larger high beds. 

 

ARTS>Art>Sculpture>Furniture>Cabinet 

 

cabinet 

Cases {cabinet, furniture} can have shelves, drawers, and/or doors. 

 

armoire 

large cupboard or wardrobe {armoire}. 

 

chest 

Large wood boxes {chest, furniture} can have hinged lids. 

 

chiffonier 

slim drawer chest {chiffonier}. 

 

commode 

toilet, washstand, waist-high cabinet, or waist-high drawer chest {commode}. 

 

console 

radio or television cabinet {console}. 

 

credenza 

legless sideboard {credenza}. 

 

dresser 

drawer chest {dresser}. 

 

highboy 

tall long-legged drawer chest {highboy}. 

 

hope chest 

small chest {hope chest}. 

 

lowboy 

waist-high drawer chest {lowboy}. 

 

sideboard 

dining-room linen and utensil drawer chest {sideboard}. 

 

ARTS>Art>Sculpture>Furniture>Chair 

 

chair 

Seats {chair} can have three or four legs. 

 

antimacassar 

arm or chair back cover {antimacassar}. 
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cane 

woven rattan strips {cane, furniture}. 

 

chaise longue 

long-seat chair {chaise longue, chair}. 

 

club chair 

soft leather chair {club chair}. 

 

davenport 

large sofa {davenport}. 

 

deck chair 

Folding chairs {deck chair} can have wood frames and cloth seats and backs. 

 

divan 

sofa or long couch {divan}. 

 

hassock 

legless round or square seat {hassock}. 

 

love seat 

two-person sofa {love seat}. 

 

Morris chair 

adjustable removable-cushion chair {Morris chair}. 

 

ottoman 

upholstered footstool or backless sofa {ottoman}. 

 

pew 

long church bench {pew}. 

 

platform rocker 

Rocking chairs {platform rocker} can have curved flat pieces. 

 

sedan chair 

Chairs {sedan chair} can be on horizontal poles. 

 

settee 

high-backed wood bench {settee}. 

 

sofa 

Long upholstered seats {sofa} can have backs and arms. 

 

splat 

chair slat {splat}. 

 

stool as chair 

four-legged round top {stool, furniture}. 

 

studio couch 

couch or bed {studio couch}. 

 

Windsor chair 



5 

Walnut or birch chairs {Windsor chair} can have shaped wood seats and side legs [1700 to 1800]. 

 

wing chair 

Chairs {wing chair} can have high backs with sides. 

 

ARTS>Art>Sculpture>Furniture>Platform 

 

bier 

casket stand {bier}. 

 

dais 

speaker's raised platform {dais}. 

 

podium 

speaker's or conductor's raised platform {podium, platform}. 

 

pulpit 

Raised areas {pulpit} can have lecterns for leading church services and/or delivering sermons. 

 

ARTS>Art>Sculpture>Furniture>Table 

 

table 

four-legged round or rectangular surface {table, furniture}. 

 

altar 

church-ceremony table {altar}. 

 

bar as table 

High tables {bar, furniture}, for serving drinks, can have high chairs. 

 

carrel 

small library desk {carrel}. 

 

coffee table 

Low tables {coffee table} can be in front of sofas. 

 

drop-leaf 

Desks can have hinged wood pieces {drop-leaf} that can drop down or be flat. 

 

end table 

Small tables {end table} can be at sofa sides. 

 

rolltop desk 

Desks {rolltop desk} can have flexible covers that can roll down to cover writing surface or roll up for writing. 

 

secretary 

writing desk {secretary, furniture}. 

 

trivet 

Stands {trivet} can have three legs. 

 

vanity table 

dressing table {vanity, furniture}. 

 

ARTS>Art>History>Sculpture>Furniture 
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Egyptian furniture 

designer 

Egypt 

-1500 to -100 

Egyptian 

It was heavy and angular. 

 

Etruscan furniture 

designer 

Italy 

-1000 to -500 

Etruscan 

It used primitive and Tuscan themes. 

 

Greek furniture 

designer 

Greece 

-500 to -300 

Greek 

It was classical. 

 

Roman furniture 

designer 

Italy 

-500 to 300 

Roman 

It is classical. 

 

Gothic furniture 

designer 

Europe 

1250 to 1450 

Gothic 

Style derived from Gothic cathedrals and used carved and heavy pieces, sometimes with iron bands, such as chests 

and X-framed chairs. 

 

Florentine furniture 

designer 

Florence, Italy 

1350 to 1550 

Florentine 

It was classical style. 

 

Italian furniture 

designer 

Italy 

1400 to 1500 

Italian 

It was baroque. 

 

Spanish furniture 

designer 

Spain 

1400 to 1500 

Spanish 

It is heavy and ornate. 
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Neoclassical furnitur 1500 

designer 

Europe 

1450 to 1550 

Neoclassical 

It is classical. 

 

Tudor furniture 

designer 

England 

1550 to 1600 

Tudor 

It had carving or paneling. Chairs had high backs. 

 

Elizabethan furniture 1500 

designer 

England 

1560 to 1600 

Elizabethan 

Heavy, carved, and austere style began. 

 

Jacobean furniture 

designer 

England 

1600 to 1650 

Jacobean 

King James I style [1603 to 1625] used upholstery and Italianate carving, especially arabesques on cupboards. 

 

Baroque furniture 

designer 

Europe 

1600 to 1700 

Baroque 

It was intricate and fluid. 

 

Louis XIII furniture 

designer 

France 

1600 to 1700 

Louis XIII 

It was angular and heavy, using Italian style plus Spain and Flanders. 

 

Colonial furniture 

designer 

USA 

1600 to 1775 

Colonial 

It was classical. 

 

Louis XIV furniture 

designer 

France 

1643 to 1715 

Louis XIV 
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Subdued Baroque style of Louis XIV [1643 to 1715] was formal and used carved or painted animals, mythological 

animals, fruit and flower garlands, and fleur-de-lis. 

 

William and Mary furniture 

designer 

England/USA 

1670 to 1690 

William and Mary 

King William III and Queen Mary II [1670 to 1690] style used Dutch influences, such as floral marquetry and oyster 

shell veneer. 

 

Thomas Sheraton [Sheraton, Thomas] 

designer 

England 

1700 to 1730 

Sheraton 

He lived 1751 to 1806. It was a light linear neoclassical style based on Adam and Hepplewhite. It used contrasting 

veneers, inlay, and painted decorations. Chair backs had urns, swags, or lyres. 

 

Pennsylvanian furniture 

designer 

USA 

1700 to 1750 

Pennsylvanian or Pennsylvanian Dutch 

It is simple and austere. 

 

Rococo furniture 

designer 

Europe 

1700 to 1750 

Rococo 

Hardwoods with scrollwork and curves derived from Régence and Baroque. 

 

Chinese furniture 

designer 

China 

1700 to 1800 

Chinese 

It used lacquer or bamboo. 

 

Queen Anne furniture 

designer 

England 

1702 to 1714 

Queen Anne 

Style differed from previous French style. Walnut veneer, gentle curves, cabriole legs, and serpentine arms were in 

secretaries and china cupboards. 

 

Georgian furniture 

designer 

England 

1714 to 1795 

Georgian 

Style derived from Queen Anne, but added decorations and ornaments, such as leaves, masks, and eagle and lion 

heads and claws. 
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Regence furniture 

designer 

France 

1715 to 1723 

Régence 

During regency from death of Louis XIV [1715] to ascension of Louis XV [1723], furniture moved from Baroque to 

rococo. 

 

Louis XV furniture 

designer 

France 

1732 to 1774 

Louis XV 

Rococo style of Louis XV [1732 to 1774] was small and rounded, with ornaments. Veneers often had Oriental 

lacquer or porcelain plaques. 

 

Neo-Gothic furniture 1700 

designer 

Europe 

1745 

Neo-Gothic 

Style used Gothic arches and tracery. 

 

Neoclassical furnitur 1700 

designer 

Europe 

1750 to 1800 

Neoclassical 

Style used Greek, Roman, and Egyptian designs of archaeological finds. 

 

New England Windsor furni 

designer 

USA 

1750 to 1800 

New England Windsor 

It derived from Windsor style. 

 

Robert Adam [Adam, Robert]/James Adam [Adam, James] 

designer 

Scotland 

1758 to 1794 

Adam 

Robert lived 1728 to 1792. James lived 1732 to 1794. It replaced Rococo and Palladian. 

 

Thomas Chippendale [Chippendale, Thomas] 

designer 

England 

1760 

Chippendale 

He lived 1718 to 1779. It derived from late Baroque, Rococo, Louis XV, and Georgian. Chippendale Gothic and 

Chinese Chippendale derived from it. 

 

Louis XVI furniture 

designer 

France 

1774 to 1792 
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Louis XVI 

Neoclassical style of Louis XVI [1774 to 1792] was geometric with architectural decoration. 

 

Josiah Wedgwood [Wedgwood, Josiah] 

designer 

England 

1780 

Wedgwood 

He lived 1730 to 1792 and manufactured china. 

 

Federal furniture 

designer 

USA 

1780 to 1830 

Federal 

Style derived from Adam, Hepplewhite, and Sheraton. 

 

George Heppelwhite [Heppelwhite, George] 

designer 

England 

1786 

Heppelwhite 

He lived ? to 1786 and drew furniture designs [1786]. Style derived from Adam and neoclassical but was lighter and 

more curved. Chairs can have Prince-of-Wales feathers on back. 

 

Directoire 

designer 

France 

1790 to 1800 

Directoire 

Style removed royal traits from Louis XVI. 

 

Duncan Phyfe [Phyfe, Duncan] or Duncan Fife [Fife, Duncan] 

designer 

USA 

1800 to 1830 

Duncan Phyfe 

He lived 1768 to 1854 and defined Federal style. He used rectilinear style, with veneer, inlay, and brass feet. 

 

Regency furniture 

designer 

England 

1800 to 1840 

Regency 

Prince of Wales [1811 to 1820] style derived from French Directoire and Empire styles and used Greek and Roman 

furniture designs, such as Klismos chair. 

 

Biedermeier 

designer 

Germany 

1800 to 1850 

Biedermeier 

Strong and simple style derived from French Empire. Biedermeier was a cartoon figure representing German country 

gentlemen. 

 

Mediterranean furniture 
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designer 

France 

1800 to 1900 

Mediterranean 

It is light and functional. 

 

Provincial furniture 

designer 

France 

1800 to 1900 

Provincial 

Cheaper and simpler styles came from main styles. 

 

Shaker furniture 

designer 

USA 

1800 to 1900 

Shaker 

Practical design used plain wood in smooth lines, such as in ladder-back chair. 

 

Spanish Credenza furniture 

designer 

Spain 

1800 to 1900 

Spanish Credenza 

It is heavy and ornate. 

 

Empire furniture 

designer 

France 

1804 to 1815 

Empire 

Neoclassical, Egyptian, and Roman imperial style used decorated woods and metals, featuring bees, crowns, laurels, 

mythological figures, and letter N. 

 

Lambert Hitchcock [Hitchcock, Lambert] 

designer 

USA 

1818 

Hitchcock 

He lived 1795 to 1852. First mass produced furniture in USA. 

 

Elizabethan furniture 1800 

designer 

England 

1820 to 1830 

Elizabethan 

It was heavy, carved, and austere. 

 

Neo-Gothic furniture 1800 

designer 

Europe 

1830 

Neo-Gothic 

Style mixed Gothic and Neoclassical. 

 



12 

Michael Thonet [Thonet, Michael] 

designer 

Vienna, Austria 

1830 to 1860 

Bentwood 

He lived 1796 to 1871. 

 

Victorian furniture 

designer 

England/USA 

1837 to 1901 

Victorian 

Queen Victoria [1837 to 1901] style derived from rococo and Louis XV, using curves, horsehair upholstery, and 

carving. 

 

Art Nouveau furniture 

designer 

Europe 

1875 to 1925 

Art Nouveau 

It used floral designs and curves. 

 

William Morris [Morris, William] 

designer 

England 

1884 to 1896 

Morris chair [1880 to 1890] 

William Morris lived 1834 to 1896 and led Arts and Crafts movement. 

 

William Morris [Morris, William]/John Ruskin [Ruskin, John]/Gustav Stickley [Stickley, Gustav] 

designer 

England/USA 

1884 to 1916 

Arts and Crafts [1884 to 1916] 

Morris lived 1834 to 1896. Ruskin lived 1819 to 1900. Stickley lived 1858 to 1942. They started a craft style {Arts 

and Crafts movement}. 

 

Gustav Stickley [Stickley, Gustav] 

designer 

USA 

1901 to 1916 

Mission [1901 to 1916]; Stickley [1901 to 1930] 

He lived 1858 to 1942. Oak furniture design derived from English Arts and Crafts. Gustav Stickley and Roycroft 

Community were in upstate New York State. Craftsman Magazine [1901] featured its designs. 

 

International furniture 

designer 

Europe 

1920 to 1940 

International 

German Bauhaus designers, such as Walter Gropius, Marcel Breuer, and Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, used simple 

lines with no decoration and used chrome and glass. It allowed factory production. 

 

Danish Modern 

designer 

Denmark 
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1920 to 1970 

Danish Modern 

It used molded wood and plywood. 

 

Art Deco furniture 

designer 

Europe 

1925 to 1940 

Art Deco 

It used plastic and metal in architecture, interior design, and industrial design. 

 

Moderne furniture 

designer 

USA 

1930 to 1940 

Moderne 

Style derived from Art Deco and International. It was asymmetric or contrasted curves and straight lines, used 

polished surfaces and plastic, and used skyscraper designs. 

 


